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18th July 2011
Press Release
THE HUNGARIAN OPERETTA WAS POPULARIZED BY FLASH MOB 

IN THE INTERCONTINENTAL BUDAPEST


For the great surprise of the arriving and departing tourists and business people, suddenly the concierge, the bartender, the bellboy, and a hysterical guest in the hotel lobby started to sing melodies from Imre Kálmán’s Countess Marica. The Budapest Operetta Theatre popularized here the genre of the Hungarian operetta considered as a Hungaricum.
Pleasant late-spring, warm day, arriving guests, foreign tourists waiting for departure, business men having a drink in the bar – everyday picture in the InterContinental Budapest. However, it is not usual at all, that the members of the staff suddenly start to sing here.
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From the left: Bordás Barbara, Boncsér Gergely, Szendy Szilvi és Kerényi Miklós Máté

Four artists of the Budapest Operetta Theater joined the hotel staff for a day, Szendey Szilvi (soubrette) served the guests in the bar, Boncsér Gergely (bonvivant) was at the concierge desk, Kerényi Miklós Máté worked as a bellboy (dancer – comedian), also handling the luggage of a hysteric English-speaking guest who was impersonated by Bordás Barbara prima donna.

Suddenly the music started and after an initial surprise, the guests got totally amused by the „surprise-show”, during which evergreen melodies sounded from the Countess Marica by Imre Kálmán, one of the most famous Hungarian operetta author.

The purpose of the Flash Mob was to popularize the Hungarian operetta, its home the Budapest Operetta Theater, the Hungarian capital, and also the Hotel claiming the most beautiful Danube panorama title. Hopefully the video will travel all round the world like the latest Flash Mob by Opretta Theatre which was done one year ago and downloaded more than 100 000 times.

The Operetta Hungaricum can be reached on the below link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCyNfXKQwpc
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About InterContinental Hotels & Resorts

InterContinental Hotels & Resorts has 168 hotels, located in more than 60 countries with local insight that comes from over 60 years of experience. At InterContinental we believe that superior, understated service and outstanding facilities are important, but what makes us truly different, is the genuine interest we show in our guests. Our desire is to help guests make the most of their time. We connect our well-travelled guests to what’s special about a destination, by sharing our knowledge so they enjoy authentic experiences that will enrich their lives and broaden their outlook. For more information, visit www.intercontinental.com. To view our full collection of Concierge videos, visit www.intercontinentalvideo.com
 

About IHG 

InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) is the world’s largest hotel group by number of rooms. IHG owns, manages, leases or franchises, through various subsidiaries, over 4,500 hotels and more than 650,000 guest rooms in nearly 100 countries and territories around the world. The Group owns a portfolio of well recognized and respected hotel brands including InterContinental® Hotels & Resorts, Hotel Indigo®, Crowne Plaza® Hotels & Resorts, Holiday Inn® Hotels and Resorts, Holiday Inn Express®, Staybridge Suites® and Candlewood Suites®, and also manages the world’s largest hotel loyalty program, Priority Club® Rewards with 52 million members worldwide. IHG has nearly 1,400 hotels in its development pipeline, which will create 160,000 jobs worldwide over the next few years. InterContinental Hotels Group PLC is the Group’s holding company and is incorporated in Great Britain and registered in England and Wales. 
IHG offers information and online reservations for all its hotel brands at www.ihg.com and information for the Priority Club Rewards program at www.priorityclub.com. For the latest news from IHG, visit our online Press Office at www.ihg.com/media.
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