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We are very pleased to welcome you to this high-level 
event about ‘The future “Made in CEE”’ in Budapest. 

Digitisation is one of the future topics for Europe 
and by looking at the CEE countries separately we 
can more easily identify their potential and impor-
tance they play in the European structure and how 
cooperation can be improved among themselves 
and other European countries. This is also a con-
cern of the association United Europe, which I have 
founded together with the German entrepreneur 
Jürgen Großmann and other committed Europeans 
in 2013 and which is a partner of this event.

The days where Eastern Europe was the EU’s work-
bench are over: today the CEE region is an impor-
tant part of the pan-European economy and has 
developed into one of the most attractive places for 
investment worldwide. 

I am sure that today’s discussions will bring new 
insights and provide important impulses for advanc-
ing the topic of digitisation both in the CEE countries 
and in Europe as a whole. 

We thank Ambassador Ellison-Kramer, BCG and ND 
for the excellent cooperation and wish you an inter-
esting day with fruitful discussions.

16:00 Registration

16:30 Opening address: Dr. Marie-Theres Thiell 
 CEO innogy Hungaria, Vice President of DUIHK

 Keynotes

   Dr. Johannes Teyssen
  CEO E.ON SE, Essen, Germany

   Dr. László Palkovics, Minister for Innovation 
   and Technology, Budapest, Hungary
 
 Panel discussion

   Hans-Paul Bürkner Phd, Chairman BCG 
  Boston Consulting Group, Frankfurt, Germany

   Dr. Thomas Narbeshuber, BASF Group
  Vice President, Central & Southeast Europe

   Dr. László Palkovics, Minister for 
  Innovation and Technology, Budapest, Hungary

   Johannes Teyssen, CEO E.ON SE, 
  Essen, Germany

   Moderator: Michal Kobosko, 
  Senior Advisor, Atlantic Council, Warsaw, Poland
                 
	 Reception	with	flying	buffet

Program

International conference
Budapest, October 31, 2019

Hotel Kempinski
1051 Budapest, Erzsébet tér 7.

Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel 
President United Europe e.V. and 

former Chancellor of Austria
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Digitalisation is about to change the business 
world radically. It will generate new technol-
ogies, products and services, but more im-
portantly, it will transform traditional business 
models and the ways of interaction between 
companies or industries, and it will redefine 
customer behaviour.

“Netzwerk Digital” is a non-profit initiative of 
German, Austrian and Swiss business organ-
isations in Hungary which aims at supporting 
the digital transformation of the economy. 
With the support of scientific, diplomatic, po-
litical and educational institutions in Hunga-
ry, the network creates multiple platforms to 
share best practice, practical experience and 
latest theoretical findings on digitalisation is-
sues with business leaders. A special focus is 
put on small and medium sized enterprises.

The activities of the network shall help to sen-
sitise managers for the new challenges, dis-
seminate up-to-date knowledge on how to 
adapt to the opportunities and requirements 
of digitalization, and finally perpetuating and 
raising the competitiveness of individual com-
panies and the entire economy.

  www.netzwerkdigital.hu

netzwerk 
digital

About 
     Netzwerk Digital

                         About 
       Netzwerk Digital 
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                         Speakers 
                               & Panelists 

Hans-Paul Bürkner is Chair man 
of Boston Consulting Group. He 
joined BCG in 1981 and was pre-
viously President and CEO from 
2004 to 2012. Be fore becom-
ing the firm’s CEO, he was head 

of BCG’s global Financial Ser vices practice, 
Chair of the practice areas, and a member of 
the Executive Committee. As CEO, he drove 
BCG’s expansion by ge ography, industries 
and functions. He studied economics, busi-
ness administration, and Chi nese, receiving 
a Diploma from the University of Bochum, an 
MA from Yale University, and a PhD in social 
sciences from the University of Oxford, where 
he was a Rhodes Scholar. 

Dr. Thomas Narbeshuber stud-
ied Chemical Engineering in 
Austria, the Netherlands and 
France. He held various man-
agement positions in the past 
25 years in BASF spanning from 
Europe to Asia. As BASF Group Vice Presi-
dent Central & Southeast Europe, he current-
ly overlooks BASF’s operations in 16 countries 
in the region. He is passionate in designing 
and driving innovation and change in cross-
cultural environments in the chemical indus-
try. His leadership experience spans from 
developing and implementing competitive 
strategies, executing portfolio transactions 
and developing multicultural teams. Opera-
tional experience extends to managing large 
chemical sites in a multinational company as 
well as small entrepreneurial legal entities. 

Michał	Kobosko, journalist, me-
dia manager, think-tanker. For 
over 20 years he has shaped 
Poland’s mediascape in various 
capacities. As editor-in-chief at 
Newsweek, Forbes and Bloomb-

erg Businessweek, he has been the catalyst for 
implementing the highest professional and eth-
ical standards into Poland’s media. He has man-
aged enhanced editorial teams, guided them 
through the processes of mergers and restruc-
turing, characteristic for the turbulent years of 
the industry. After a successful career in jour-
nalism, he joined the think-tank world to head 
up the Warsaw office as one of the most prom-
inent US policy centers. The Atlantic Council, 
based in Washington D.C., promotes construc-

                         Speakers 
                     & Panelists 

tive leadership and engagement in internation-
al affairs based on the Atlantic Community’s 
central role in meeting global challenges. In 
this capacity, Michał Kobosko is responsible for 
the development of the Council’s operations in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 
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                         Speakers 
                               & Panelists 

Johannes Teyssen studied law 
and economics in Freiburg, Göt-
tingen and Boston. He began 
his career in 1989 in various 
leadership positions at E.ON’s 
predecessor VEBA. In 1999 he 

became CEO of E.ON Avacon AG, an E.ON 
subsidiary operating in electricity and gas 
distribution and sales. From 2001 to 2006 
he was Member of the Board of E.ON Ener-
gie AG in Munich, initially as CFO and later 
as CEO. In 2004, he was appointed to the 
Board of E.ON SE in Düsseldorf. He became 
its Vice Chairman in 2008 before he was ap-
pointed as CEO in 2010. 

Dr. Marie-Theres Thiell started 
her business life at RWE in 1990. 
From 2005 on she was the CFO 
and from 2010 on she is CEO of 
RWE Hungary (nowadays inno-
gy Hungary) and CEO of ELMŰ 
and ÉMÁSZ, the electricity supply companies 
in Budapest and north-east Hungary. Today 
the companies belong to the E.ON group. 
From 2011-2016 she was part of the manage-
ment of RWE East, the management compa-
ny responsible for the CEE region. In 2016 
she became – besides her positions in Hun-
gary – senior vice president in the executive 
committee for Grid&Infrastructure of innogy 
SE, responsible for management grid activi-
ties in CEE. Since 2017 she is one of the Vice 
Presidents of DUIHK. 
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Prof. Dr. László Palkovics was 
appointed Minister for Innova-
tion and Technology in 2018. 
Prior to this post, he served as 
state secretary in the Ministry of 
Human Resources. Mr Palkovics 

graduated from the Technical University of Bu-
dapest in transport engineering. He worked 
for German brake manufacturer Knorr Bremse 
in various top positions in Germany and Hun-
gary in the field of research, in 2003 he was 
named European Research and Development 
Director of the group. Mr Palkovics served at 
different Hungarian universities – Budapest, 
Győr, Kecskemét – and the research institute 
MTA Sztaki. In 2006, he became correspond-
ing, and in 2013 full member of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. 



10

Boston Consulting Group partners with lead-
ers in business and society to tackle their most 
important challenges and capture their greatest 
opportunities. BCG was the pioneer in business 
strategy when it was founded in 1963. 

To succeed, organizations must blend dig-
ital and human capabilities. BCG’s diverse, 
global teams bring deep industry and func-
tional expertise and a range of perspectives 
to spark change through leading-edge man-
agement consulting as well as data science, 
technology and design, digital ventures, and 
business purpose. 

We work in a uniquely collaborative model 
across the firm and throughout all levels of the 
client organization to deliver results that help 
our clients thrive. Whether you want to advance 
an idea, a capability, or the world at large, BCG 
is with you every step of the way. We excel in 
the business of human potential, and believe 
in its power to shape strategic, organizational, 
economic, societal change, and beyond.

  www.bcg.com

United Europe is a pro-European, non-prof-
it and non-partisan organisation founded by 
European business leaders, political person-
alities and political analysts in Hamburg in 
2013. We want to build a Europe that can 
ensure peace, liberty and prosperity for the 
next generation of Europeans and to improve 
the understanding among nations. Our goal 
is a strong and competitive Europe which re-
spects the diversity of its cultures and peoples 
as a source of strength. 

United Europe is not a lobby and does not 
represent any political or business special 
interests. It is a small and lean organization 
focused on developing convincing project 
ideas, organizing the cooperation of entre-
preneurs, politicians and think tanks, and 
condensing and publicizing the resulting 
suggestions. When selecting projects, we will 
look for added value to be gained through an 
entrepreneurial perspective. United Europe is 
needed because it is time for the Europeans 
to take a stand against anti-Europeanism – 
not to defend the status quo, but to build a 
common home for all Europeans.

  www.united-europe.eu

About 
     United Europe e.V.

                              About 
Boston Consulting Group 
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Thanks to supporters 
of the event:

Netzwerk	Digital	office:

German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce
Lövőház utca 30.    1024 Budapest    Hungary

+36 1 345 7600
info@ahkungarn.hu    www.ahkungarn.hu


